David Heyd, Ph. D.

Chaim Perelman Professor of Philosophy
Department of Philosophy

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Professor Heyd has been teaching in the department of philosophy for over thirty
years till his retirement in 2013. Beyond his interest in theoretical ethics and political
philosophy, much of his research and teaching focuses on bioethics. One of his books,
Genethics: Moral Issues in the Creation of People (1992) studies the general
theoretical problems related to the ethics of reproduction. Heyd wrote the first
introductory book in medical ethics in Hebrew, Medical Ethics (1989) and numerous
articles on subjects like euthanasia, the ethics of medical research, experimentation on
human subjects, sex selection, genetic enhancement. He served on many
governmental and non-governmental committees dealing with bioethical issues: the
university hospital’s IRB, a committee preparing a new law on euthanasia, a
committee which led to legislation on surrogacy, the Israel Academy’s ethical
committee on genetics, and on the National Council for Bioethics. He also designed
the first course in bioethics in the Hebrew University Medical School in 1986.

Heyd won the Emet Prize (in philosophy) in 2017.

http://pluto.huji.ac.il/~msheyd/site/
david.heyd@huji.ac.il
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